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as there ever beena better time to be
a BoPScout? We ask because Kel-
owna-based Airzone Recreation has

e developed an air-poled tent ﬁm can be set up
in 10 seconds flat, no manual labour required.
'”Imagine this,” says company vice-president

_ . Marc Turcot, whose family came up with the
- concept after he and his brother, Tim, spent a
iny night struggling to set up camp in the
pouring when you get to your camp-
: wﬂu plug your tent into a canister of car-
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it set itself up from the windo

Welcome

bon digxide, throw it out the door and watch
your SUV"

Probably not the kind of preparedness Boy
Scouts founder Lord Baden-Powell had in
mind for the survival skills merit badge, but a
Minnesota troupe has nonetheless expressed
interest in the tents and will be among the
first—along with the Red Cross in Spain, and
the Canadian and American military—to give
the technology a try. The tent comes in five
styles, ranging from a two-person model to a
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b?-top that sleeps seven; the strenigth of the
prieumatic poles has been tested in heavy snow,
wind and under the weight of a half-ton truck.
So what of the inevitable curmudgeonly
“well, in myday” lament for the lost art of
camping? “Are you talking about losing the
skill of putting up a pole tent?” counters Tim.
“If it’s a matter of survival, you should be able
to build a shelter that doesn’tinclude a tent at
all. It’s car camping, Everybody deserves a
break.” Somebody give that guy a badge. wl



